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HOW TO FIND BOOK REVIEWS 
 
Step 1:  Find the date of the publication of the book you want reviewed: check the online catalog, the 

WorldCat database in FirstSearch, or Books in Print (online). 
 
Step 2: From the recommended resources listed below, choose which database or print index you should 

use according to the contents of the book you want to review. Look for reviews published in the 
year of publication and for the next fie years. 

 
Step 3:  When searching an electronic database, search using the title and/or author of the book. Set 

‘Document Type’ or ‘Article Type’ to Book Review. The database will display each book 
review as a separate listing. Note the reviewer, journal title, volume number, issue number, page 
number(s), and date. If the journal is part Calvary Baptist Theological Library’s holdings, this 
will be indicated by a green text label. (If a ‘Remote Text’ link appears on the record, you can 
view and print a copy of the review online.) 

 
When using a print index, look up the author of the book, then for the book title. Entries for the 
individual book reviews are listed below the book publication info. Each entry will give the title 
of the journal in which the book review appears, the volume and issue of the journal, the page 
numbers, then date. 

 
Step 4:  Search our catalog for the journal in which the review appears, if not already identified in step 3. 

Search by the title of the journal. Click on the title link on your results page to see the full record 
and details holdings held here. If you must have this journal and we do not have it our holdings 
in print, microfilm or online, please fill out an online ILL request. 

 
 
Sources: 
 
ATLA Religion 

An online database accessed via FirstSearch. This is a computerized research database that 
incorporates IBRR and RIO (see below). 

 
Index to Book Reviews in Religion (IBRR) 

IBRR’s call number is Z 6293.I5. This index cites reviews for the years 1949-1974 and 1986-
1999. After 1999, this index is only available through the ATLA Religion database. 
 

Religion Index One (RIO) 
RIO’s call number is Z 7751.R31. For the years 1975-1985, book reviews are indexed at the 
back of each RIO volume. 
 

The Catholic Periodical and Literature Index (CPLI) 
The CPLI’s call number is AI 3.C363. This index cites reviews for books of general and 
theological interest. The format varies, so look in the front of each volume to see how reviews 
are listed. 
 

Elenchus Biblicus 
Z 7770.E54. This cites various books, essays, articles and reviews in Religion. 


